
Data as a Tool to Understanding 
Student Homelessness in Your 

Community



What You’ll Learn Today

1. Tools to learn more about student 
homelessness in your community

2. Case study: Homeless student 
outcomes in NYC

3. How data can be used to impact 
policy



ICPH: Bringing Family 
Homelessness into Focus

• The Institute for Children, Poverty, and Homelessness (ICPH) is a 
New York City-based policy research organization focused on family 
homelessness in New York City and throughout the United States

• All materials we produce are available for free at www.ICPHusa.org



Reports

ICPH researches the causes of family homelessness, the demographics of this growing 
population, the conditions that make it difficult for homeless families to become self-
sufficient, and the programs that are most effective in helping them transition out of 
poverty. ICPH works with programs and partners across the U.S. to conduct and 
disseminate this research in order to improve services and influence public policy.



Interactive Data

ICPH produces interactive tools and data for users to further explore the effects of 
homelessness on children and their families. These tools allow people from different 
fields to tailor and engage with ICPH data in a way that is meaningful to them and the 
unique needs of their organization.



United States of 
Homelessness

• Interactive web tool utilizing 4 
years of publicly-available data 
from ED

• Look at nationwide and local 
trends

• Zoom in on your areas of interest

• United States of Homelessness

https://www.icphusa.org/interactive_data/the-united-states-of-homelessness/


Discussion
• What role do data collection and 

analysis play in helping homeless 
families?

• Could a tool like the United States of 
Homelessness help you in your work? 
If so, how?

• What data, or tools for interpreting 
data, do you wish you had?



Using Data to Study the 
Educational Impacts of 
Homelessness in NYC

• Demographic and Geographic 
Trends

• Mid-Year Transfers

• Chronic Absenteeism

• Children with IEPs

• English Language Learners



Demographic Trends

• Data sharing agreement with NYC 
DOE

• Over 105,000 homeless students 
in NYC

• 56% increase in student 
homelessness over 6 years

• Rise in doubled-up students



Demographic Trends

• Black and Hispanic students over-
represented in homeless 
population

• Black students were more likely to 
be in shelter, while Hispanic 
students were most likely to be 
doubled up



Demographic Trends

• Younger students are most at 
risk for homelessness

• Largest gap from pre-K to 
Kindergarten

• Number of homeless students 
tapers off toward the end of 
high school

What dynamics might account for 
fluctuations in homeless students

across grades?



Geographic Snapshot

• At least one in 10 students 
experienced homelessness in half 
of the districts

• High concentrations in districts in 
northern Manhattan, southern 
Bronx, and central Brooklyn



Geographic Trends

• Queens school districts saw the 
largest growth in homeless 
students over the past year

• Growth could be an increase in 
number of homeless students 
and/or better identification 
practices



Mid-Year Transfers 
Snapshot

• One in five homeless students 
transferred schools mid-year —
more than double the citywide rate



Mid-Year Transfers 
by Grade Level

• Homeless students consistently 
have higher transfer rates than 
their housed peers

• One in four homeless elementary 
schoolers transferred mid-year



Trends in Mid-Year 
Transfers

• Students in shelter most likely to 
transfer schools

• Transfer rates decreasing for all 
housing types



• Even in the district with the lowest 
mid-year transfer rate, more than 
one in ten homeless students 
transferred.



Chronic Absenteeism 
Snapshot

• Over one-third of homeless 
students were chronically absent in 
SY 2016–17

• Effects of homelessness on chronic 
absenteeism persist even after a 
student is housed



Chronic Absenteeism 
by Grade Level

• Highest rates of chronic 
absenteeism in pre-K and high 
school

Why might chronic absenteeism among 
homeless students be highest in pre-K 

and high school?



Trends in Chronic 
Absenteeism

• 36% of homeless students were 
chronically absent in SY 2016–17

• Attendance initiative implemented 
in NYC Community schools 
improved chronic absenteeism 
rates after SY 2014–15



Geography of Chronic 
Absenteeism

• In 20 of the 32 school districts 
(60%), at least one out of three 
homeless students was chronically 
absent



Snapshot of Students 
with Individual 
Education Plans

• Homeless and low-income 
students were more likely to need 
special education supports



Students with IEPs by 
Where Students Sleep

• Students in shelter or other 
temporary arrangements are about 
twice as likely as students living 
doubled up to have an IEP



Timing of IEPs

• Only half of homeless students 
received IEPs on time (by 
Kindergarten), compared with 71% 
of housed, not low-income 
students

Why might homeless students be 
less likely to receive IEPs on time?



Snapshot of Homeless 
English Language 
Learners

• One in four homeless students in 
NYC is an English Language 
Learner (ELL)—3x the rate of 
housed, not low-income students

• Spanish speakers represented the 
majority of homeless ELLS, but 
other common languages included 
Bengali, Mandarin, and Arabic.



Students Who Are 
ELLS by Where 
Students Sleep

• Over one-third of doubled-up 
students are ELLs, compared with 
just 11% of sheltered students



Time Spent in ELL 
Services

• Homeless students require more 
time in ELL services to become 
fluent

• Less than half (40%) of ELL students 
who were ever homeless became 
fluent in English within three years



Geography of 
Homeless ELLs

• Bay Ridge (53%), Flushing (44%), 
and Hamilton (41%) had the 
highest percentages of homeless 
students who are ELLs (Districts 
20, 25, and 6).

• Does a similar pattern persist when 
you break it down by language 
spoken at home?



Geography of 
Homeless ELLs, by 
Primary Language

• When looking at these most 
commonly spoken languages, the 
clustering can help coordinate 
potential services to meet linguistic 
needs in those neighborhoods



How Can Data Guide 
Reform?

• Help raise awareness

• Address questions of under-
identification and enrollment

• Improve data collection processes

• Underscore need for greater staff 
training

• Mapping resources can lead to 
improved funding for underserved 
areas



Discussion • Does data currently inform your practice? 
For example, does data support programs 
offered to homeless children in your 
community?

• Do you know of any data-driven reforms that 
have been successfully implemented in your 
state or school district?

• How can we improve identification on 
homeless students?

• What barriers exist that prevent you from 
fully maximizing the data?



Questions?



media@ICPHusa.org
(212) 358-8086

To download copies of our publications:
http://www.ICPHusa.org/reports/

Thank You!


