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Who would have thought that a 

partnership with a medical school 

would have a great impact?  

We were surprised, too !



Goals/Objective Description:
At the end of this session, attendees will be able to :

1. Describe current gaps in health professions education addressing 

the impact of homelessness and social determinants on individual 
and population health .

2. Discuss best practices for developing curriculum to provide our 

future healthcare taskforce with the understanding and resources 

for addressing social determinants of health (SDOH ).

3. Explore local partnerships for providing service based learning 

opportunities for students, service providers and community 

members to address SDOH .

4. Describe ways local service providers can educate clients on 

SDOH as a means to empower clients to improve health 

outcomes, socio -economic, and family outcomes.



WHY SHOULD WE CARE?



POVERTY ðTHE MOST IMPORTANT 

DETERMINANT OF ILLNESS WORLDWIDE



HOW DO WE DEFINE HEALTH?

We must go beyond the definition of health as absence of 

infirmity and instead define it as the extent in which an 

individual or population is able to realize aspirations, satisfy 

needs, and to change or cope with their environment .

Health is a resource for everyday life, that is, the individualõs 

ability to handle stress, acquire skills, and maintain 

relationshipsñall of which form resources for resiliency and 

independent living.             

~ WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)






